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people are drowned? I think not. The only reason why there are 
people who are drowned is that a man cannot live in water, which in no 
way excludes the fact that a shorter person runs more danger of drowning 
than a tall one." Then he adds that if all women were equal there 
would still be the same amount of prostitution, which is equivalent to 
saying, in terms of his illustration, that if all bodies of water were 
equally deep (say, ten inches deep) there would still be the same number 
of people drowned. Such an "iron law" of crime is quite foreign to a 
serious attempt to determine the causes of crime. 

But this book cannot be passed over lightly, for it is valuable in spite 
of its thesis, and the American Institute of Criminal Law and Criminology 
did not make a mistake in selecting it for translation. For it contains 
a large collection of statistical data regarding the relation between 
economic conditions and crime and unusually thorough interpretations 
of many details in this relationship. For that reason it is valuable both 
as an antidote to the legal doctrine of an inscrutable free will and as a 
supplement to the individual case-study method. In addition, more 
than a third of the book is devoted to a valuable critical review of the 
literature dealing with the relation between criminality and economic 

conditions. 

E. H. Sutherland 
William Jewell College 



Truancy and N on- Attendance in the Chicago Schools: A Study of 
the Social Aspects of the Compulsory Education and Child Labor 
Legislation of Illinois. By Edith Abbott, Ph.D., and 
Sophonisba P. Breckinridge, Ph.D. Chicago: The Uni- 
versity of Chicago Press, 1917. Pp. xiii+472. $2.00. 
Like previous writings of the authors, this study is an admirable 
union of careful attention to, and interpretation of, numerical data and 
appreciation of the larger theoretical and human issues involved. Tru- 
ancy and non-attendance in Chicago, it is recognized, are aspects of a 
series of problems including health and housing of children and adults, the 
moral standards of parents, the attitude of the prosperous classes to the 
welfare of wage-earning and immigrant groups, and the wage levels of 
unskilled labor. In order to offer adequate suggestions for the better- 
ment of a bad situation in Chicago, the existence of which the authors 
frankly and conclusively prove, a long historical detour is made: the 
history of the struggle to attain free schools in Illinois, the struggle for 
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compulsory attendance legislation, and the struggle for the necessary 
complement of compulsion — child labor laws — is concisely outlined. 

Part II contains statistics of the extent of truancy and non- 
attendance in Chicago, discussing among other phases the relation of 
truancy to mental and physical defects of children, to dependency, to 
delinquency, and to immigration. Account is taken of the degree of 
success of the Parental School for boys, of the way in which the com- 
pulsory education law is enforced in the municipal court of Chicago, and 
of the value of the school census and the visiting teacher. Following 
a detailed statement of the employment certificate system and the 
necessity of compulsory education for children between fourteen and 
sixteen years of age is a chapter in which conclusions are drawn. 
Appendices contain appropriate documents, extracts from laws, and 
notes. 

As a logical sequence of the writers' analysis of this complex prob- 
lem, two directions of change are indicated, the details of which cannot 
be given. Statutory changes are advocated and, pending such changes, 
recommendations are offered which the authors believe can be adopted 
by the Board of Education of Chicago without additional legislative 
authority. The outline of the book given above does not presume 
to afford an adequate view of the wealth of detail and constructive 
suggestions to be found in this study of social causation. 

E. L. Talbert 
University of Cincinnati 



Readings in Social Problems. Edited with an Introduction by 
Albert Benedict Wolfe. Boston: Ginn & Co., 1016. 
Pp. xiii+804. $2 . 80. 
This admirable volume of readings provides abundant materials for 
the study of certain bio-sociological problems of the greatest importance. 
It brings together for the first time in convenient form data and balanced 
discussion by competent and often classic authors bearing upon the 
great problems of population, sex and race. No attempt has been made 
to cover every social issue, but rather to treat more or less by the his- 
torical method and with a fair degree of thoroughness a few of the more 
salient problems. Certainly no better beginning could be made than 
with the matter of population in its various ramifications. If the 
student can be led to understand the basic relations between population 
and land, the essentials of population growth, both by natural increase 



